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The ‘Meatball Test’ and Other Tips for
Pet-Proofing Your Decor

I UNDERSTAND the pet-owner’s decor dilemma. When my roommate and I
fostered two kittens, a toxic cycle began. Though our new friends knocked
framed posters off the wall at night, the next morning Betty and Bronté’s
innocent eyes would disarm me and I’d drop kisses on their tiny foreheads. But
must “fur babies” condemn a homeowner to tarp-clad sofas and plastic vases?
No, say pet-owning interior designers.

Nicole Fuller’s two Maine Coons, Monty and Punk, besieged her herringbone
linen sofa, “hanging from it by their claws,” she said. The New York designer
reupholstered the couch in Dedar’s Klein blue cotton velvet—tightly woven and
durable. As for leather, cats’ claws will shred it, but paw marks and the oil from
dogs’ coats can be passed off as “patina.”

Vinas endorses performance fabrics for upholstery as they “ensure the highest
level of durability.” Sunbrella offers solution-dyed acrylic that repels water and
stains and holds up against the oil and dirt from dogs’ coats, says Richter. Fuller,
who finds some performance fabrics too rough, relies on luxurious European
outdoor fabric from Loro Piana and Pierre Frey.




